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THE EREV RAV ARE THE CORRUPT JUDGES OF THE 
JEWISH PEOPLE IN EXILE (ZOHAR HA KADDOSH III 124a) 

 
Yehudah ben Tabbai said: Do not make yourself like the 

lawyers. When parties in a lawsuit are before you consider 
them to be wicked. But when they take leave of you, consider 

them to be innocent, when they have accepted upon 
themselves the judgment 

Yehudah the son of Tabbai and Shimon the son of Shatach received the Oral Torah from 
Yehoshua ben Perachia and Nittai of Arabel. Yehudah ben Tabbai used to say, “Do not 
make yourself like the lawyers.” He is addressing himself to the situation where two people 
are involved in litigation requiring the decision of a rabbi. One of the litigants may want to 
set his mind at ease, and ask a Torah scholar to rehearse the arguments that he will present 
before the rabbi. To this, Yehudah ben Tabbai says, “Do not make yourself like the 
lawyers” Do not teach the litigant what arguments he should present before the rabbi. Do 
not tell him what answers he is to give to the questions that you know the rabbi will 
normally ask. It is forbidden to teach the litigant how to present his case, even if you know 
that his arguments are true. As a Torah scholar, you have the responsibility not to give one 
side an unfair advantage.Of course, it goes without saying that it is forbidden for the rabbi 
who will judge the case to coach the litigants beforehand. The rabbi may not even tell the 
litigants what type of questions to anticipate. (RAMBAM ON THE  MISHNA)  YALKUT 
MEAM LOEZ ON PIRKE AVOT 1:8 
 
          When a judge passes a false judgment, the angel of death then rules on him…and 
after that takes him to Gehinomm  (Zohar ha Kaddosh Raaya Mehemna, Mishpatim 117a) 
 
     The sword always comes because of justice delayed, because of justice perverted, and 
because of those who render decisions in the Torah which are not in conformity with the 
law (Pirke Avot 5:8) 
 
Rabbi Yossi ben Elisha says: If you see a generation and many sufferings coming upon it, 
go and check the Judges of Israel, because all the suffering that comes to the world comes 
only on account of the Judges of Israel as it is written (Micha 3:9-11): “9 Hear this, I beg 
you, you heads of the house of Jacob, and rulers of the house of Israel, who loathe justice, 
and pervert all equity. 10 Who build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity. 11 
Their heads judge for bribes, and their priests teach for hire, and their prophets divine for 
money; yet they lean upon Hashem, and say: Is not Hashem among us? No evil can come 
upon us!…They are evildoers but they placed their trust on Hashem, therefore Hashem 
brings them 3 types of suffering according to the 3 sins on their hands as it is written 
(Micha 3: 12) Therefore, because of you, Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem 
shall become heaps of rubble, and the mountain of the house like the high places of the 
forest.”  And the Holy One Blessed be He will not cause His Shechina to rest on Israel until 
the evil Judges and authorities cease to exist within Israel as it is written (Yishayahu 1:25-
27) : 25 And I will turn my hand upon you, and smelt away your dross as with lye, and take 
away all your base alloy; 26 And I will restore your judges as at the first, and your 
counselors as at the beginning; afterward you shall be called, The city of righteousness, the 
faithful city. 27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and those who return to her with 
righteousness.     Talmud Massechet Shabbat 139 


