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“Because of this work, the Book of the Zohar, [the Jews]
will be redeemed from exile” Zohar ha Kaddosh (3, 124b)

THE TORAH WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN
FROM ISRAEL THROUGH THE MERIT OF
RABBI SHIMON BAR YOCHAI
Come and see the works of Hashem: an amazing revelation
concerning the mystery of the greatness of the G-dly Tanna
Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, may his merit shield us.
Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai gave assurances that through him the Torah
would not be forgotten from the Jewish people. As our Sages teach (Shabbat
138b): When our rabbis entered the yeshivah in Yavneh, they said, "The Torah
will one day be forgotten by the Jews”. But Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai said that
it would not be forgotten, as is written (Deuteronomy 31:21), "It will not be
forgotten from the mouth of his offspring." [LO TISHACHACH MI PI ZARO] And,
as is explained in the Zohar (3, 124b): “Because of this work, the Book of the
Zohar, [the Jews] will be redeemed from exile”. So now come, see and
understand the hidden wonders of our holy Torah. This is why Rabbi Shimon
ben Yochai based himself on this verse: "It will not be forgotten from the
mouth of his offspring." For, in truth, this mystery is hinted at and concealed in
this very verse. Through the offspring of Yochai, this being Rabbi Shimon Bar
Yochai [Rashby], the Torah will not be forgotten by the Jews. This is because
the final letters of the words in this verse "kI LO tishachaCH mipY zar'O" are
the same letters as YOChAi. This is what the verse hints to and reveals: "it will
not be forgotten from the mouth of his offspring"-specifically "from the mouth
of his offspring." That is, "from the mouth of the offspring" of the one who is
himself alluded to and hidden in this verse, this being the sage Yochai.
Because of the offspring of Yochai, who is hinted at in the final letters of the
words in this verse-this being Rashby-the Torah will not be forgotten; for with
this Zohar they will be redeemed from exile. And know! the mystery of Rabbi
Shimon himself is alluded to in another verse.' Know that the holy sage Rabbi
Shimon corresponds to (Daniel 4:10): "Ir Vkaddish Min Shemaya Nachit (An
angel, a holy one, descended from heaven)"-the first letters of which are
SHIMON.....
Likute Moharan, Hakdama

1

