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Truly, these are the rights of the manufacturer. What
about the rights of the consumers. A solution has to be found
to accomadate both rights.

As the law stands now, the name of an organization is
sufficient to certify the status of kashrus. In reality their
name is not enough information to the consumer.

The certification on a particular product is totally
dependent on the qualifications of the mashgiach. Thus the
name of the organization is no indication of who certifies the
product. There is a definite need to print the name of the
actual Rabbi who certifies that the product is kosher.

We urge the public to show their interest and write to
the kashrus organizations requesting the names of the
mashgichim who certify the particular products of their

interest.

Urge Caution On

New York has recently enacted legislation
limiting the use of the symbols “K* or “KP" to
designate items as kosher. The law, which goes into
effect January 1, 1978 provides that “K" or “KP"’
may only be used either as a *‘kosher’ designation
or as a registered trademark. Under the law. if the
symbols are to refer to Kashruth, the name, ad-
dress and telephone number of the superviging rab-
bi or certifying organization must be registered
with the New York State Department of
Agriculture and Markets, Divislon of Kosher Law
Enforcement.

While the law seems to have been designed to
eliminate the confusion regarding these symbols,
Sidney Kwestel, President of the National Jewish
Commission on Law and Public Affairs (COLPA),
issued a note of warning. He said that the utility of

Kashruth Notice
Dear Editor:

In a recent article in your
September 30th edition I was
veferred to as granting kashruth
supervision at a restaurant in

‘Kosher’ Labels

the law would lie in how it will be perceived. The
law, he said, only provides a means for an in-
dividual to pursue the question of a product’s
kashruth — it does not provide a government
regulated certification system. Thus when seeing
either a “K’ or "KP" on an item the consumer
should immediately follow through with determin-
ing whether it is being used as a trademark or as a
kosher designation at all. If the latter, investigation
should follow as to the reliability of the certifying
rabbi or organization. It would be tragic, he said, if
this law would be viewed as requiring orthodox rab-
binic supervision as a condition for the use of the
“K” or "KP" which symbols would then be un-
critically accepted as necessarily denoting general-
Iy accepted certification of Kashruth.

New Jersey. Please be informed longer the Rabbinic Ad-
that I have no association as ministrator of the Kashruth Divi-
kashruth supervisor or otherwise sion of the Union of Orthodox
with any restaurant or any food Jewish Congregations of America.
concern and that I am alse no

Rabbi Berel Wein

g0 Monsey, N.Y.
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KOSHER FOOD LAW

By now the public is well aware about the new kosher
food law. All advertisers, legally, must identify the name of
the certifying Rabbi or organization, if kashrus is mentioned
in the ad.

This law is important from a legal stand point. But, it
does not help the consumer, unless there is a proper follow
up from the consumers side.

If we look at the food advertisements we see no changes,
yet. On a daily basis we still see kosher ads without
mentioning the name of the certifying Rabbi.

It is your duty as a kashrus consumer to notify the
Kosher Law Enforcement Division of N.Y. State Dept. of
Agriculture to do something about enforcing the law.

This law should be extended to include labeling, too, not
only advertisements. The consumer that picks up a product
has a fundamental right to know who certifies that it is

kosher.

We know that there might be opposition to this law
from some manufacturers. They would rather not have an
hashgocha than having to indicate the Rabbi's name on the
wrapper. They sometimes find that they are being boycotted
f.om anti-Semitic groups. There has been official boycotts
from groups such as the Revolutionary Daughters, who feel
that by buying a product bearing a kosher symbol, they
promote Jewish causes.

This is the reason why products bearing a symbol i.e. @
or ® etc. dont indicate dairy, parve or otherwise. The
companies feel that a symbol without any additional writing
is not as provocative to the gentile (not knowing exactly what
it stands for and mostly not being noticed at all). But any
additional markings clearly denote a kosher symbol, and
might cause them problems.

’
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The matter was brought to the attention of the leaders
of the @, but no change has been made to date. No effort was
even made to question the references given.

Therefore, before one considers eating products which
require a hashgocho, especially meat products or at
restaurants, one should think into the great responsibility
which is taken upon oneself.

At the time that this Madrich is going to press, we were
informed through highly reliable sources that the coordinator
of the ® is about to leave his post.

44 Violate Kosher
Labeling Law

The Kosher Law Enforcement
of the New York State Depart-

ment of Agriculture and Markets During thg same penqd m.1976
reports that 44 cases have been our records indicate 19 violations.
referred to the Legal Department The Kosher Law Enforcement
for penalty during the period of Divison stresses with great
July 26 to October 31, in violation emphasis that the majority of the
of the Kosher labeling law. kosher industry is aware of its
. responsibility to meet the-require-
The violations were found in ments of the kosher labeling laws
counties throughout the state, as specified by the Department of
through the routine system of Agriculture and Markets.
kosher food inspection services in However, for the few who do nov
supermarkets, kosher comply with these laws the divi-
restaurants, kosher resort hotels, sion protects the consumer from
kosher caterers, kosher butchers, misrepresentation, mislabeling,
a wholesale provision factory and misbranding and deception.
a kosher camp. The division also appeals to all
The types of violations issued kosher consumers to be on the
were 120 lbs. of non-kosher alert and kindly call 488-4830, the
sweetbreads to be sold as kosher, special complaint number, on any
hundreds of non-kosherized matter that seems suspicious. All
tongues irreversibly made non- complaints are taken seriously
kosher after being found soaking and investigated within 24 hours
in barrels filled with brine salt with the name of the caller
water, non soaked and salted remaining anonymous.
meat being sold as soaked and Kosher consumer protection
salted, non-kosher food, in- will be greatly enhanced by the
gredients or additives used in assistance of the concerned con-
kosher restaurants and hotels. sumer.
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Important Observations Concerning
Hashgachos Under the ®

As the reader will recall, in Madrich No. 14, we
described the chaos which exists by the hashgachos that are
under the @. It is sad to see that till this day no serious steps
were taken to rectify the situation.

Actually some minor steps have been taken by the ©,
such as putting certain notices in newspapers. Also during
this time the highest post of the administration became
vacant. However, no serious changes which would alter the
system, and follow up the complaints of the public, has taken
place.

Especially distressing are the Hashgochos on the meat
products. By their Glatt shchitos such as Cros Bros., and
Sunflower, where nothing has been done to remedy the
situation, Some of the Shochtim at the Sunflower plant claim
that the Kashrus is not as it should be. The ® has not
found it important enough to improve the situation.

After the Madyich was released we were notified
that the © will withdraw their hashgocho
from Sunflower

The same holds true by the Shchita of poultry, such as
Empire or Falls, where more than 1,000 birds are slaughtered
per hour. Also the other problems have not been corrected.

The irresponsibility (free for all) which exists at
restaurants under the @ hechsher is still actual. One example
takes place as recently as the summer of 77 at the
“Shang Chai"" Restaurant (of which the owner is a non-Jew),
the Mashgiach was a young boy, a Bochur not experienced
enough in the field of hashgochos. Therefore it was
impossible to rely on the hechsher Recently a new Mashgiach
was posted, but one who is not at all suited to the post of

a Mashgiach
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hechsher. The key factor is that you should not feel ashamed;
if you approach it in a respectful and diplomatic manner, any
honorable Machshir or Mashgiach will be glad to help you.

Kashrus is without doubt one of the most important
areas of every Jew's life. In previous generations, people were
not as dependant on packaged products as they are today.
Their eating habits were simpler. Much of their food was
homegrown, and mass production was virtually non-existant.
Today, though, the large majority of our diet consists of
items which has undergone processing, passd through
countless hands, and require strict supervision.

We simply can not afford to take chances with the foods
we eat; our spiritual nourishment depends to a large extent
on the physical nourishment we incorporate into our bodies.
In these troubled times, he who makes the effort of trying to
ascertain that any food he eats is one hundred percent Kosher
is surely worthy of great reward in the World to Come.

(Reprinted from Zeirei Forum)

Editors Note: Although the recommendations are worth
trying, they are by no means the ultimate solution.
Unfortunately, some machshirim would give answers without
knowing the actual facts. Some would just twist the facts.
Ultimately a physical verification has to be done through
checking the plant, to know what is actually being used.

An estimated 35 to 40 percent of all fresh apples are coated

with a layer of wax. Fifty percent of fresh tomatoes and about 75 percent of
all cucumbers are also coated with the material. Now the Center for Science in
the Public Interest is asking the Food and Drug Administration to insure that
restrictions on the use of such waxes be strictly enforced. In addition, the
CSPI has noted that waxes have not been tested for carcinogenicity or other

possibly harmful effects, and has asked the FDA to require those tests.

PREVENTION Is a registered trademark owned by Rodale Press, Inc.
33 East Minor St., Emmaus, Pa. 18049, Phone (215) 967-5171.
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— Regarding the dinim of bishul Yisroel and pas Yisroel,
there are a number of difficult questions. If a Jew puts on the
flame which cooks or bakes the food, there is no problem. A
pilot light, on the other hand, is held by most poskim to be
insufficient to remove the issur of bishul acum, and should
be relied on only in extreme circumstances. This problem
often arises in restaurants, many of which use the pilot light
heter. Another debatable shitoh relied upon is the one which
holds that steaming a product in which there is water negates
any problem of bishul acum, a shitoh which is rejected by
many poskim.

These are just a sampling of cases where a hechsher on a
prdduct only signifies that there exists some posek who
would allow the food to be eaten. As in all shaalos of halacha,
B'nai Torah should consult their individual posek for his
opinion regarding any particular food. Aside from that basic
step, there are a number of other suggestions which I would
make to all those who feel uncomfortable about the idea that
the food they eat may be considered unkosher by various
poskim.

1) When going to a restaurant or a catering hall, speak
to the Mashgiach personally and find out whatever interests
you: whether he relies on the pilot light heter mentioned
earlier (I know of a case where the Rav Hamachshir was
under the impression that the Mashgiach turned on the actual
flame, when in reality he only ignited the pilot light), whether
or not a particular type of glatt kosher meat is used
exclusively (some restaurants use three or four brands of
glatt, and they may serve you a brand you would prefer to
stay away from), and any other question you may have.

2) If you have a question about a particular product,
call up the Rav Hamachshir and ask him how often the
Mashgiach visits the plant (there is one plant I know of
which was last visited fifteen years ago). and whether there
are any specific M5p upon which he relied in giving his
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— Two of the more obvious halachos involve Glatt
Kosher and Cholov Yisroel. While we all know that many
poskim are machmir when it comes to these requirements,
hechsherim abound on countless products which do not
measure up to these standards. Thus, when one hears of a
hechsher on a certain brand of ice cream or a particular type
of cheese, he should be aware that they are not necessarily
Cholov Yisroel. Similarly, a butcher store proclaiming that it
sells bossor kosher does not mean to say that its meat is glatt.
Boruch Hashem, those in the Orthodox community who
insist on Cholov Yisroel and glatt have become sophisticated
enough to recognize the need for specific mention of these
attributes on the products they use, so that these categories
do not pose a major stumbling block for many people.

— There is a machlokes haposkim whether or not it is
permissible to cut the brisket before making o198 np*1a in an
animal, with the majority view being that the shechita is
invalid. Yet, there are some glatt kosher meats on the market
which rely on the minority shitoh.

— While it is well kmown that Mmoo 15y mayw ynn is
prohibited mi’'derabonon, there are companies which are
owned by Jews, sell their chometz before Pesach, and remain
open during the Yom Tov doing business as usual. Many
poskim hold that this is a sham sale and hence invalid, and
even those poskim who are meikel agree that it is better to
avoid purchasing from these companies during the period
immediately following Pesach. Again, one can find
hechsheirim on the products of these companies, based on the
b'dieved shitoh mentioned above.

— Bread which was baked with milk is not permitted to
be placed on the table unless there is a clear simon that it was
made with milk. While one can find marketed bread with a
“D" or the word "‘dairy’”’ printed on the label, some poskim
hold that this is not an adequate simon.
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HOW KOSHER IS IT?

While shopping in my local supermarket, recently, I
picked up a product which displayed a well-kmown kashrus
symbol on the front of its label. As I was about to place it in
my basket, I noticed that the side of the package was
inscribed with the warning that the product was only to be
eaten by sick people. When [ came to the counter, I saw a
lady who was in the process of purchasing this product, and
I told her that she could eat it only if she were sick. The lady
looked at me as if I were sick. She could not believe that
anyone would give a hechsher on a product which was not
Kosher for everyone. (After doing a bit of research, |
discovered that a different company which produced a similar
product labelled it Kosher with the name of the Rav
Hamachshir printed in English, while printing in Hebrew that
anyone wishing to eat this food should first learn the
appropriate halachos in Shulchan Aruch.)

Generally, people think that if a product has a hechsher,
that product is certainly Kosher and can be eaten by anyone.
After all, the rule is that pPmooxa K1 TR 9y, and if
someone says that it is Kosher, then so it is. Kosher is
Kosher, and there are no two ways about it.

The truth, however, is that a hechsher on a product
often means only that it is Kosher according to at least one
shitoh or for a certain class of people. In no way does it mean
that it is Kosher [I'chol hadeios or lemehadrin min
hamehadrin. Indeed, many times a rov will give a hechsher
on a certain food which he himself would never eat. All he is
saying with his hechsher, in effect, is that if you want to eat
this product, 7mp% m Sy w1, you have on whom to rely. Let
us examine a number of common examples of Mp. relied
upon by many machshirim which in reality are the subjects
of great debate :
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