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THE SANCTITY OF THE SYNAGOGUE
AND THE AMEN RESPONSE # 9

TN

DOES YOUR SYNAGOGUE
HAVE A KOSHER MECHITZA?

Due to our many sins, all the machinations of the Yetzer ha Ra concerning
forbidden relations enter through the eyes, and through this the person
comes to commit all sins in the Torah, therefore the angel of death is full
of eyes, according to the work of the eyes of the person during his life
(Yaarot Devash, Rabbi Yehonathan Eyibishutz, part 2, 9)

The majority thinks that the prohibition to look at women is only for pious
or saintly people. It is forbidden to listen to their words (Derech
Pikudecha, 35 Lo Taase)

NOW THERE ARE FOOLS WHO ALLOW THEIR SYNAGOGUES TO HAVE A
MECHITZA WHERE YOU CAN SEE WOMEN! NOT ONLY ARE THEY NOT
DOING A MITZVAH BUT ON THE CONTRARY THEY
CAUSE MANY PEOPLE TO STUMBLE IN SIN

MAYBE YOU NEVER HEARD YOUR RABBI TALKING ABOUT THESE THINGS FOR IT

MAY NOT BE IN HIS BEST INTEREST TO TELL YOU. SO EVEN IF YOUR RABBI
RIDICULES YOU FOR KEEPING THE SHULCHAN ARUCH YOU SHOULD BE STRONG
AND GO AHEAD FOR IT MAY BE THAT YOUR RABBI BELONGS TO THE EREV RAV
AND HE JUST DOES NOT WANT YOU TO KEEP THE TORAH AS IT SHOULD BE FOR
MAYBE HE WOULD BE EXPOSED AS A FAKE IN THE EYES OF THE OTHER
CONGREGANTS WHEN THEY SEE THAT A COMMON PERSON KEEPS THE
SHULCHAN ARUCH TO A GREATER EXTENT THAN THE RABBI. AND WE ARE NOT
TALKING ABOUT PIOUS PRACTICES BUT WE ARE TALKING HERE ABOUT KEEPING
THE SHULCHAN ARUCH, SPECIFICALLY CONCERNING THOSE AREAS WHERE THE
RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF OUR TIME ARE LAX ABOUT. FOR EXAMPLE, TALKING IN
THE SYNAGOGUE IN THE MIDDLE OF PRAYERS, DURING THE KADDISH, GIVING
TORAH LESSONS TO MEN AND WOMEN WITHOUT A MECHITZA, HAVING A
DEFICIENT MECHITZA IN SHUL, LOOKING AT WOMEN WHICH IS SOMETHING
FORBIDDEN, ETC



